AMONG  THE  NATIVE   PRINCES
A short sojourn with the Maharaja of
Bikanir, where the Prince got some good
"sand-grouse" shooting, concluded the visits
to the native chiefs in this part of India.
But before it was over some good sport was
obtained at pig-sticking, and a little incident,
in which Sir Pertab Singh figured, shows what
Eajput horsemanship is. A boar, turning at
bay, rushed at Sir Pertab, and as it canae to
close quarters he leapt his horse right over
the brute, at the same time transfixing it
with a downward blow of his spear.
Before the Prince left, the Maharaja an-
nounced his intention of contributing another
half regiment of infantry to the Imperial
Service Corps. To show that his troops could
really be of use to the Empire in time of
need, he referred to the fact that he was
the first Indian chief to go on active service
abroad. In 1900 lie had gone to China with
his regiment. The Prince's reply was read,
as he was absent through indisposition. In
it he expressed his admiration of the fine
soldierly appearance of the Bikanir Camel
Corps, and said that his Highness the Maha-
raja had every reason to be proud of his men,
many of whom wore medals for service in
China and Somaliland* These fine Kajpizt
troops had taken part in the Far East with